West Sussex

EAST BEACH SELSEY



which has been its provider since ancient times. The sea,
however, is a cruel master and threatens to inundate the
land.This dichotomy lies at the heart of Selsey’s character
and fuels its appetite for innovation and adaptation to
nature.
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Selsey is the most deprived part of the Chichester District in relation to socioeconomic indicators. Conversely, | has a
living environment that is regarded as one of the best in the District and strong local assets such as the Selsey Crab
brand, food producers and seaside location.

The challenges facing Selsey are therefore to:

Build on its existing assets: its rural hinterland, quiet seaside location and local produce brands.

Benefit from the proximity of large population and tourism centres by overcoming negative perceptions relating to the
poor quality built environment and of there being no special offer .

Develop a unique and exceptional attraction, viable throughout the year, that complements other nearby tourism
offering.

Improve the appearance of the existing built environment through exceptional new design, grant initiatives (e.g. to help
restore and enhance unique character of the fishermens’ huts) and public realm improvements.

Focus limited public investment on the seafront and most visible areas, levering in private investment.



In 2009 Chichester District Council tasked terra firma with developing a Masterplan for the East Beach Waterfront

at Selsey. This involved organising well attended public consultation meetings with the community in order to fully
understand their needs and aspirations. A theme of cultural heritage and reconnection with the sea emerged and
combined with technical requirements to halt future rising sea levels , rationalise vehicular and pedestrian circulation
and provide better amenity in the way of public realm and play, the need for a new cultural centre was developed that
manifested itself as a group of new buildings that would also replace existing fisherman’s huts and provide a mixed use
destination centre. London Eye architects Marks Barfield were brought in as subconsultants by the team to develop
concepts for the key buildings to incorporate within this emerging masterplan.
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This project will pave the way for;
Cultural activities and installations, including dive centre & bunk house
Café and restaurant promoting local foods and fishery improvements

Play facilities and outdoor festival and performance space
Sea defences with new public space opportunities
Public realm enhancements

The Masterplan 38

4.5 Site-wide layout
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Selsey - the context
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Play zone sketch

The completed report aimed to provide a clear vision for locally led regeneration that would bring benefits to the
community and their environment. Culturally led from historical narrative and with a firm eye to the future and potential
effects of climate change, sustainability was at the core of the vision. The report included financial feasibility studies in
order to ensure economic sustainability and secure future project funding streams.
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